NEWSLETTER
July 20th, 2021

Restrictions eased further.
Welcome to the July newsletter.
Please send any articles for the August edition to support@fossc.org.uk by 14th August.
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Commodore’s comment
This month’s FOSSC newsletter is late
being sent out, and it’s my fault!
I wanted to wait until today and the Covid
sub-committee Zoom meeting which has
just finished so that I could correctly
advise you of the “state of play” at
FOSSC.
As of today, all restrictions at FOSSC
have been removed. This means that:
-

The opening up and closing
down of the facilities revert
back to how they were prior to
the start of the pandemic
o The safety boats and engines should be locked and all fuel, keys and kill cords
returned to the boat store

-

The galley is now available for members use
o But please try not to “crowd” the galley as Covid is still prevalent

-

The “key tag” system for using the changing facilities has been removed, but to try
and avoid over-crowding we would suggest a voluntary limit of 10 in the gents and 8
in the ladies at any one time.

-

The use of dinghies with two or more people in is at your discretion

-

We will be looking to introduce bar facilities as of 1st August (after Junior Week) which
will include use of the new lockable drinks cabinet cooler in the galley.

-

The hand sanitizers and wet wipes will continue to be available at the two entrances
of the clubhouse and side entrance of the boat shed.

-

The QR code sheets and signing in book will remain at present but there is no longer
a legal requirement to register your presence at the club.

In summary, we are returning to as near normal as possible, but would ask all members to
continue to be considerate of others and not put the club and other members at un-necessary
risk.
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This week sees the second vegetation cut of the year taking place during Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, which means that the lake is closed to all users between 08:30 and 17:00 If you
want to go down for a sail in the evening, there is no problem with this other that during Monday
and Tuesday evenings, the cutting machine will be parked on the slipway.

I look forwards to seeing many of you down at FOSSC during the holiday period..
David Coates.
Commodore.
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Sailing Matters!
Since the last newsletter many of our sailing activities have concluded and more have started.
We’ve seen the first Sailability sessions on Saturday mornings for nearly 2 years. It is so good
to see the Sailability members enjoying the club and venturing out onto the water, albeit in
different boats to usual to help promote social distancing. As I write this I’m away from
Gloucester, but on the webcams I can see preparations being made for both Sailability and the
.
Junior Level 3 Training course – looks like a lovely day for it

😊

Junior level 1 & 2 training finished a couple of weeks ago, with excellent use being made of the
club Toppers and the new Picos – the lake is so colourful when they are all on the water, or lined
up at the jetty. And the young sailors were very competent managing tacks and gybes with
style. The oppie training (which seemed to turn into ‘pirate training’) has also come to an end
for this season with 12 level 1 and 6 level 2 certificates being handed out – it was a bit wet, so
the certificates were presented in the boat shed.
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The first of the junior series for this year has concluded with honours going to James Benn,
followed by Alfie Owen, both in Toppers. Sophia Blogg was third overall and first Optimist
sailor. Well done to those three plus everyone else who took part, especially those who were
racing for the first time. The next junior series runs at 1230 on the 5 Sundays from 24 July
to 22 August inclusive. Briefings will continue to be given at 1200 and any junior member is
welcome to join in. I’ve also been asked if we can fit in another junior series later in the year.
I’m confident we can do something so watch this space for further details.
We’ve also been running the Pro-Am series which has been great fun. We had 5 Gulls plus a
Vision in the final race of the series and series honours again went to James with Alfie in
second place.
Big, big thanks to all the instructors, safety crews, Pros and OODs who put in the effort to make
all these evens safe and fun. There are so many I’m not going to name any of them as I’m sure
I will forget someone – you know who you are and you are much appreciated. If anyone else
has a safety boat qualification and wants to practice their skills by helping during training events,
please do get in touch with Andy Murfin who will find a slot for you.
In other club racing, well done to Ken Elsey who won the RNLI series.
Coming up on the sailing calendar (after the second junior series) is the ‘Personal Pursuit’
series which starts at 1400 on the 5 Sundays from 24 July to 22 August inclusive. This is
particularly good for rookie racers. ‘Pursuit’ indicates that the slower classes of boat start first,
and then the faster boats set off at defined times depending on class of boat and try to catch up.
The race is a fixed duration, usually around 65 minutes for Toppers. We add in a ‘Personal’
element by giving a further adjustment depending on the experience of the helm. You can find
out a bit more on how this race works at
https://www.fossc.org.uk/wp/download/different-types-of-racing/ (download the document and
check out page 3). Message to OODs for these events – I will supply you with the personal
handicaps each week (they are adjusted on a weekly basis depending on results).
On Wednesday 18 August, we start the first of the ‘Gold / Silver’ races. Helms will be
allocated to either the gold or the silver fleet. The gold fleet will start first, and the silver fleet will
start 2 minutes later. Prizes for both fleets! The races start at 1830 and are usually about 40-50
minutes.
Social sailing continues to be popular on a Friday evening so we have something for everyone.
Who needs to go abroad to have fun on the water??? Come down to FOSSC and join in!
Rhonwen James
Sailing Secretary
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RNLI Championship Races 2021
Just a short note to say thank you to all those people who participated in this year’s RNLI series
races. We raised a £110 for the RNLI funds, which is the highest sum raised ever by the club !
Many thanks for your contributions, it all helps to keep this vital service alive.
Bruce Richardson

An Exceptionally Dry Capsize
There I was – on my back, legs in the air, with a rabbit’s eye view of the dinghy park – inert,
immobile, and stuck with head and shoulders in the brambles and nettles. “Help”, I cried
pathetically, but no help came.

How I had I come to be in this situation? In my rush to get my Laser ready for the afternoon race
after sailing in the Pro-Am I had tripped over the neighbouring boat’s tie-down rope and after
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tottering headlong towards the hedge I had that same knowledge of inevitability that we all get
when capsizing past the point of no return – the equilibrium of forces would only be restored in
the horizontal plane. The problem was that now my legs were draped over the wooden bar that
supports the front of the boat trolleys. My position was as, when hiked right out you meet a
sudden lull, lean back in the water, and wait for the restoring gust that doesn’t come. Like
getting my legs out of the boat I had to get them off the bar. The snag was that it meant forcing
myself further into the nettles and brambles. But that is what I did, and made sufficient room to
get my legs from over to under the bar. Feet first, I then manoeuvred myself under the bar until I
had emerged sufficiently to restore my vertical position. With blood dripping from a scratched
ear I was remarkably unscathed, more calmly continued with getting my boat ready, and made
my best start of the year in the race.
Have a chuckle at my predicament, but next time you leave the Club at the end of the day and
there is one car still there, please pause to check if someone is in trouble in the boat park.
Jon Barrance

FOSSC Calendar of Events
Work Parties
To help you get dates in your diaries, the work parties for this year will be:
July

24

Work Party T-Z

October

2

Work Party A-Co

October

30

Work Party Cr-G

November

13

Work Party H-K

To find these on the club website, click on ‘Events’ on the menu at the top of the page, type
‘work’ into the search bar which appears, and click on ‘find events.’
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